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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MARITIME MUSEUM EXHIBITION —  
IMMERSE: EXPLORING THE DEEP 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.03 pm]: I am pleased to inform the 
house that a new exhibition opened at the Western Australian maritime museum recently. Immerse: Exploring 
the Deep presents key aspects of humans’ work underwater focusing on technological innovations and 
illustrating the challenges, ingenuity and opportunities the underwater industry brings to the broader community.  

The exhibition was developed by the Western Australian Museum and the WA branch of the Society for 
Underwater Technology. The exhibition has been made possible through support from Woodside and a number 
of other leading companies in the resources and exploration sector. Immerse is the largest grossing exhibition for 
the museum in fundraising terms with over 21 companies and organisations providing objects and support for the 
exhibition.  

Western Australia has a long and proud history of working in underwater industries. Since hard-hat diving was 
introduced to the pearling industry in the 1860s, Western Australia has been at the forefront of innovations in 
subsea technology. The technologies and skill sets developed have been integral to the growth of the oil and gas 
industry as well as to specific scientific endeavours, including searching for and exploring shipwrecks such as 
HMAS Sydney, investigating the flora and fauna of the world’s oceans and finding efficient ways of harvesting 
marine renewable energy.  

The activity of people who work beneath the ocean’s surface has for a long time been a mystery. This is the first 
Australian exhibition to publicly showcase the subsea industry and provides a unique opportunity to tell the story 
of the development of the maritime industry. 

One of the aims of the exhibition is to inspire young people to explore the interesting and diverse career paths 
resulting from technical, subsea and marine-related subjects by highlighting the offshore industry and research 
organisations in Western Australia.  

The centrepiece of the exhibition is a purpose-built tank containing a remotely operated underwater vehicle with 
an attached video camera. Visitors can operate the vehicle using a simulated control system, watch the vehicle 
move forward around the tank and see the camera footage projected onto the wall.  

The government is committed to supporting exhibitions such as this that tell the story of our state and the way 
we live and work. It is important that these stories are told not just here in Perth but elsewhere, and to this end I 
am pleased that the museum is exploring opportunities to tour the exhibition to northern Western Australia and 
interstate after its six-month season at the maritime museum. I encourage members of the house to visit this free 
exhibition before it closes on 2 March next year.  
 


